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23 April
Australia’s dollar weakened and government bond yields sank to record 
lows after data showed consumer price inflation slowed in the first quarter, 
providing the nation’s central bank with scope to lower borrowing costs.

Treasuries gained for a fifth day as Europe’s fiscal crisis and forecasts for 
slowing economic growth spurred demand for the relative safety of U.S. debt.

Chow Chung-Kong, the former chief executive officer of subway operator MTR 
Corp., was named as the chairman of Hong Kong Exchanges & Clearing Ltd. 
today and declared he would capture opportunities for Asia’s biggest bourse.
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24 April
South Korea will halt customs clearance of U.S. beef imports after the first 
U.S. case of mad cow disease in six years was found in a dairy cow in central 
California, an agriculture ministry official said.

China’s stocks rose for a second day after Premier Wen Jiabao pledged to 
maintain steady economic growth and U.S. housing data bolstered the 
outlook for exports to the world’s biggest economy.

Treasuries gained, snapping a loss from yesterday, as investors sought the 
safest assets amid concern that political uncertainty in Europe may disrupt 
efforts to end the region’s debt crisis.

25 April
Japan shares gained for a second day, with the Nikkei 225 Stock Average 
heading for a one-week high, after Federal Reserve Chairman Ben S. Bernanke 
said he’s prepared to do more to stimulate U.S growth if needed. Gains were 
limited as Fanuc Corp. slid the most in seven months.

Asian stocks rose, with the regional benchmark index heading for its second 
day of gains, after Federal Reserve Chairman Ben S. Bernanke said he’s 
prepared to do more to stimulate U.S. growth if needed and South Korea’s 
economy expanded at the fastest pace in a year.

The dollar remained lower against its peers before data tomorrow that may 
show U.S. growth slowed in the first quarter, fueling speculation the Federal 
Reserve will consider additional stimulus.

Treasuries snapped a two-day decline on speculation a report tomorrow will 
show U.S. economic growth slowed, after Federal Reserve Chairman Ben S. 
Bernanke said he is ready to do more to spur expansion.

26 April
The euro fell, extending a monthly loss against the dollar and yen, after 
Standard & Poor’s cut Spain’s sovereign debt rating, adding to concern the 
region’s financial woes are spreading.

Japanese stocks swung between gains and losses after a cut to Spain’s credit 
rating revived concern about Europe’s debt crisis, while U.S. housing data 
beat estimates. Trading volume was low before a Bank of Japan meeting at 
which policy makers are expected to expand stimulus.

Oil fell from the highest level in almost four weeks in New York, trimming a 
second weekly gain, after a cut in Spain’s credit rating renewed concern that 
Europe’s economy may falter and curb fuel demand.

Barclays Plc, undeterred by a drop in equity offerings in Southeast Asia last 
year, is expanding its investment bank in the region even as local rivals like 
CIMB Group Holdings Ltd. step up competition for deals.
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27 April
National Australia Bank Ltd., owner of Britain’s Clydesdale Bank, will cut more 
than 1,400 jobs in the U.K. after the deteriorating local economy torpedoed 
plans to sell the unprofitable business.

Asian stocks rose, with a regional index heading for a two-month high, 
as investors bet Australia’s central bank will cut interest rates tomorrow, 
corporate earnings beat estimates and confidence among South Korea’s 
manufacturers improved.

Oil slid from the highest close in almost four weeks, trimming a monthly gain, 
as investors speculated that recent price gains may be unsustainable.

Eureka Energy Ltd., an Australian energy company with shale assets in Texas, 
surged as much as 45 percent in Sydney to the highest in more than five 
years, surpassing a takeover offer from Aurora Oil & Gas Ltd.


