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30 July
European stock futures were little changed, with the Stoxx Europe 600 Index 
heading for its second successive monthly rally, as investors awaited a 
Federal Reserve meeting for clues on more stimulus and company earnings 
missed forecasts. U.S. index futures and Asian shares gained.

The only three analysts to correctly predict gold’s biggest quarterly slump in 
four years are now split, reflecting investors’ diverging views on the probability 
of central banks doing more to shore up growth.

Australia’s dollar touched its highest level in four months after a report showed 
the nation’s building approvals decreased by less than economists expected.
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31 July
Australia’s dollar traded 0.4 percent from a four-month high against its U.S. 
counterpart as demand for riskier assets increased on speculation the 
Federal Reserve will signal additional stimulus measures when it concludes 
its meeting today.

Asian stocks fell, with the regional benchmark index heading for the first 
drop in five days, as China’s manufacturing expanded at the slowest pace in 
eight months and South Korea’s exports fell. Japanese shares led declines on 
disappointing earnings reports.

The euro erased losses as Asian shares pared declines and amid prospects 
central banks will take further steps to support growth.

01 August
Most Asian stocks fell, with the regional benchmark index poised to drop for 
a a second day, as investors await a policy announcement by the European 
Central Bank after the Federal Reserve refrained from adding stimulus to the 
U.S. economy.

South Korea’s won fell for the first time in six days, retreating from a four-
month high, after the Federal Reserve refrained from committing itself to 
additional stimulus at a policy meeting yesterday.

Japan stocks rose after the U.S. Federal Reserve’s pledge to provide additional 
support for the world’s largest economy if needed boosted exporters. Toyota 
Motor Corp. advanced after sales in the U.S. beat estimates

02 August
Japan’s government wants it. Mitsubishi Corp. backs it. Toyota Motor Corp. 
says they need it to compete. Yet, whether Japan joins the biggest attempt 
at a global free-trade pact may hinge on part-time rice farmers like Tadashi 
Hirose. And he doesn’t much like it.

Gold snapped a four-day decline, trimming its worst weekly performance 
in six, before data that could show employers in the U.S. didn’t hire enough 
workers to lower the jobless rate, boosting the chances of more stimulus.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un met with a delegation of China’s Communist 
Party in Pyongyang in his first act of diplomacy reported by the state-run news 
agency since he took power in December.

European stock futures were little changed, after the Stoxx Europe 600 Index 
yesterday slid the most in more than a week, as investors awaited the monthly 
U.S. jobs and unemployment report. U.S. index futures were little changed, 
while Asian shares fell
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03 August
Options traders have cut bearish Industrial & Commercial Bank of China Ltd. 
wagers to the lowest in 19 months on speculation earnings at the world’s 
most profitable lender will increase as the Chinese government acts to boost 
growth.

UBS AG says China’s benchmark stock index, this year’s worst performer 
in the largest emerging markets, will jump as much as 20 percent by year-
end, while Haitong Securities Co. expects the measure to keep tumbling as 
economic growth slows.

Leon Black’s Apollo Global Management LLC, the private-equity firm that is 
seeking to rebuild its real estate arm, is raising $750 million for a pair of funds 
that will focus on commercial properties in Asia.

Saudi Arabian Oil Co., the world’s largest crude exporter, cut the premium used 
in determining official selling prices for its Light, Medium and Heavy grades 
to customers in Asia for September shipments while raising the premium for 
Light crude to customers in the U.S


