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14 January
Asian stocks rose, with the regional benchmark index heading toward the 
highest closing level since August 2011, as the yen extended losses, boosting 
the earnings outlook for Japanese exporters.

Myriad Asset Management Ltd. and Azentus Capital Management Ltd. posted 
gains in 2012 as a market rebound in the last four months of the year helped 
Asian hedge funds outperform global peers.

Oil traded near the highest level in almost four months in New York before 
reports that may show the economy recovering in the U.S., the world’s biggest 
crude- consuming nation.
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15 January
Asian stocks fell, with the regional benchmark index heading for its first 
decline in three days, as Japan’s Nikkei 225 Stock Average retreated from a 
32-month high after the yen gained, dimming the outlook for export earnings.

Whitehaven Coal Ltd. is returning as a takeover target, less than two years 
after a company-run auction failed and its biggest shareholder shelved a 
buyout.

Alibaba Group Holdings Ltd.’s billionaire founder Jack Ma will step down as 
chief executive officer, stoking speculation that China’s largest e-commerce 
company is preparing for an initial public offering.

16 January
Japanese dropped, with the Nikkei 225 Stock Average headed for its biggest 
two-day loss since November 2011, as the yen reversed an earlier decline to 
rise against most of its major counterparts. GS Yuasa Corp., which makes 
batteries for Boeing Co., led losses on the Nikkei 225.

Copper climbed for the first time in five days after economic data raised 
expectations that demand in China and the U.S., the two largest users, will 
improve.

Rubber advanced for the first time in four days as a drop in prices to a one-
week low and crude oil near the highest level since September boosted the 
appeal of the commodity used in tires.

World copper supply may outstrip demand in 2013 for the first time in four 
years as mine output rises, according to Pan Pacific Copper Co., Japan’s top 
producer.

17 January
Asian stocks rose for the first time in three days, with the regional benchmark 
index erasing its weekly loss, after economic reports in the world’s two largest 
economies best estimates and the yen traded near a 30-month low.

Traders’ expectations for swings in the yen climbed to a 17-month high amid 
speculation the Bank of Japan will expand monetary stimulus at its two-day 
policy meeting starting Jan. 21.

 Japan stocks rose, with the Topix Index headed for its longest weekly winning 
streak since 1986, after the yen fell below 90 to the dollar for the first time since 
June 2010, and U.S. housing and jobs data beat estimates.

Thailand’s baht was poised for its biggest weekly advance since December 
2011, and government bonds rose, as global funds increased holdings of 
assets that offer higher yields.
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18 January
China’s growth rebound will be capped by a labor-force squeeze and shrinking 
resources that leave the government satisfied with rates of expansion as low 
as half the peak during the past decade.

Hedge funds raised bullish commodity wagers by the most since November 
as a jump in U.S. housing starts and the first acceleration in Chinese growth 
since 2010 drove prices to a three-month high.

Asia’s benchmark stock index retreated from a 17-month high amid 
speculation shares may have risen too far, too fast. Japanese shares led the 
retreat as the yen climbed against the dollar after hitting its lowest level in 2 
1/2 years.

Japan’s drive to revive growth may boost Southeast Asian nations as rising 
demand in the world’s No. 3 economy spurs orders and Japanese companies 
take advantage of cheap funding to invest in the region.
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