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Rupert Murdoch is pursuing a deal that would transform British Sky 
Broadcasting Group Plc (BSY) into a European satellite-TV giant while also 
leaving his U.S.-based 21st Century Fox Inc. (FOX) focused on entertainment 
programming.

Asian stocks extended gains, with the regional index heading for the highest 
close since January, as the yen fell to a one-week low. India’s rupee and 
equities climbed as exit polls signaled victory for opposition parties in national 
elections, while nickel rose.

Samsung Electronics Co. (005930) Chairman Lee Kun Hee, who leads Asia’s 
biggest technology company and helps generate about a quarter of South 
Korea’s economic output, remains hospitalized in stable condition after 
emergency surgery following a heart attack.

12 May

The pound rose to the strongest level in 16 months versus the euro before 
Bank of England Governor Mark Carney presents his quarterly Inflation Report.

Chinese builders led a gauge of emerging-market stocks toward a six-month 
high, European equity-index futures were little changed and the dollar 
weakened. The South Korean won fell after suspected intervention and nickel 
retreated from a 27-month high.

Sony Corp. (6758) unexpectedly forecast an annual loss, the sixth in seven 
years, casting further doubt on Chief Executive Officer Kazuo Hirai’s ability to 
revive the company.

13 May

Matthew Ginsburg, Barclays Plc (BARC)’s Asia-Pacific head of investment 
banking, is stepping down from his role and considering senior posts within 
the U.K. bank outside the region, a memo obtained by Bloomberg News 
shows.

BNP Paribas SA (BNP), the French bank facing possible penalties for violating 
U.S. sanctions, said it has improved risk controls to avoid a repeat of the 
practices targeted in the investigation.

Asian stocks slid from a four-month high as the yen held gains and Japanese 
companies including Sony Corp. forecast weaker earnings. Bonds rose as 
central banks signal additional stimulus is needed while nickel slumped.

14 May

Twelve bottles of Chateau Petrus 2010 from Bordeaux’s Pomerol region sold 
for 21,854 pounds ($36,700) on the Liv-ex wine market this week, a record low 
for the vintage after a year of declines.

Warren Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway Inc. (BRK/A) disclosed a holding in 
Verizon Communications Inc. (VZ) in a wager that the telecommunications 
company will benefit after buying out its partner in the largest U.S. wireless 
business.

Asian stocks fell, dragging the regional index (VNINDEX) from a four-month 
high, as bonds from Australia to Singapore followed Treasuries higher amid 
concern the global recovery is stalling. The yen strengthened and crude oil 
rose.

Australian fund manager IOOF Holdings Ltd. (IFL) agreed to buy SFG Australia 
(SFW) Ltd. for A$670 million ($627 million), as it seeks to increase its share of 
the world’s fourth-largest pension market.

15 May

Hedge funds cut bullish bets on gold futures by the most in a month as 
holdings of physical bullion in exchange-traded funds dropped to the lowest 
since 2009.

Pfizer Inc. (PFE) raised its offer to buy AstraZeneca Plc (AZN) to 69.4 billion 
pounds ($117 billion) in what the drugmaker described as a final bid to spur 
negotiations for the industry’s biggest-ever acquisition.

Asian stocks fell, led by Chinese shares after weaker home-price data added to 
concern that the economy’s slowdown will deepen. The ringgit strengthened 
after Malaysia’s economy grew faster than economists estimated while wheat 
fell and nickel led gains in industrial metals.

Thailand’s political turmoil is wreaking greater damage on the economy than 
analysts had estimated, raising the stakes for leaders of the nation’s two main 
political camps to reach an accommodation.

16 May


