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Week , 201501

Greek Prime Minister Antonis Samaras failed to convince lawmakers to stay 
the economic course he’s set. He now has less than four weeks to persuade 
Greece’s voters to do the same.

A female health-care worker in Glasgow has been diagnosed with Ebola and 
is hospitalized, the Scottish government said.

Asian stocks fell amid shrinking volumes, with the regional index heading for 
its first annual drop since 2011. The yuan slipped to the weakest level since 
June, while oil climbed from a five-year low.

Chinese and U.S. military ships are heading to seas south and west of Borneo 
where a AirAsia Bhd. (AIRA) passenger jet is suspected of crashing as the 
search enters its third day.

29 December

Hedge funds finally pulled back from bets on higher oil prices as the market 
faces its worst year since 2008.

Morgan Stanley (MS) is in talks with the U.S. to resolve an investigation into 
the bank’s creation and sale of mortgage-backed bonds, the latest in a string 
of Wall Street cases tied to the 2008 financial crisis, a person familiar with the 
matter said.

Crude oil resumed its slump, heading for its worst year since 2008 amid 
speculation U.S. stockpiles data today will fuel concern over a global supply 
glut. Asian stocks climbed while gold and nickel gained.

Fosun International Ltd., the investment arm of Chinese billionaire Guo 
Guangchang’s conglomerate, agreed to acquire Meadowbrook Insurance 
Group Inc. for $433 million to expand in U.S property-casualty coverage.

30 December

Oil fell for a third day, extending its decline from the lowest level in five and 
a half years amid signs a global supply glut that’s driven crude into a bear 
market may continue this year.

Mario Draghi will this week get his first taste of one of the dominant themes for 
the euro-area economy for 2015.

North Korea denounced new U.S. sanctions on Sunday and said the nation 
was “deliberately linking” it to the hacking of Sony Corp. computers.

Global bond yields approached the record low of 1.29 percent as investors 
sought the safety of debt while the euro tumbled.

31 December

Markets Closed
01 January

American Airlines Group Inc.’s pilots union accepted a sweetened tentative 
agreement that would provide an immediate 23 percent pay increase to 
pilots, followed by additional raises in each year of the contract.

The euro slid to an almost nine-year low against the dollar amid prospects 
the European Central Bank will embark on large-scale government-bond 
purchases to ward off deflation. Asian stocks fell with oil as silver climbed.

Xiaomi Corp., whose investors include billionaire Yuri Milner, more than 
doubled its revenue in 2014, according to a blog posting by Chief Executive 
Officer Lei Jun.

While analysts last year correctly forecast Macau casinos would suffer a first-
ever revenue drop, prospects for 2015 are looking as uncertain as a coin toss.

02 January


