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Treasuries rose, following a two-week selloff, as an impasse over Greece’s 
efforts to renegotiate its debt drove demand for the safest assets.

The Iranian oil ministry won’t be able to pay staff or invest in boosting 
production if parliament proceeds with a plan to slash funding, according to 
Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh.

U.K. government bonds fell for a second day as two Bank of England policy 
makers said low inflation will be temporary and there’s little chance of 
additional monetary stimulus.

Singapore’s economy grew more than initially estimated last quarter as 
manufacturing improved, even as the outlook for this year is clouded by an 
uneven global recovery.

16 February

Middle East oil producers already scrapping for share in Asia must now 
contend with more supply from Russia.

Bradley Birkenfeld, the former UBS Group AG banker who won a $104 million 
whistle-blower award after serving time in prison for tax conspiracy, won a 
U.S. judge’s permission to testify in France in a separate probe of the Swiss 
bank.

The U.S. has approved its first policy for selling armed drones to allies, the 
State Department said.

Xiaomi Corp. almost tripled shipments to overtake Samsung Electronics Co. 
as China’s top smartphone vendor last year, according to researcher IDC.

17 February

The International Monetary Fund is ready to provide a $1 billion loan to the 
Democratic Republic of Congo when it resumes lending after a two-year 
suspension as the central African nation prepares for elections.

Libya appealed to the United Nations Security Council to lift an arms embargo 
on its government so that it can do more to fight Islamic State militants.

President Barack Obama said the U.S. and its allies must strip away any 
legitimacy that Islamic State and al-Qaeda claim by portraying themselves as 
religious movements.

Japanese export growth accelerated to the fastest pace in more than a year, 
with stronger demand from Asia and the U.S. supporting a recovery in the 
world’s third-biggest economy.

18 February

German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s coalition partner called for talks with the 
Greek government even after Finance Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble rejected 
its proposal for an extension of the country’s financial lifeline.

David Lichtenstein, whose real estate company owned Extended Stay Hotels 
when the chain went bankrupt, is committing $2 billion to developing and 
investing in lodging properties.

Falling oil prices will boost U.S. growth enough this year to offset the drag 
from the slowing economies of China and European nations, President Barack 
Obama’s top economist forecasts.

The cost to ship super-chilled natural gas has tumbled to the lowest level 
in more than four years and is forecast to fall further. That’s good news for 
buyers and sellers of the fuel.

19 February

 German Chancellor Angela Merkel added Pope Francis to her expanding 
diplomatic push on Saturday, stepping away from euro-area crisis 
negotiations to promote her global agenda on combating climate change, 
disease and poverty.

U.S. stocks rose for the week, sending the Dow Jones Industrial Average to 
its first record of the year, as Greece reached a deal on its bailout program 
and investors speculated the Federal Reserve will keep rates lower for longer.

Deere & Co., the largest maker of farm equipment, cut its 2015 earnings 
forecast as lower crop prices reduce farmer spending on high-horsepower 
tractors and combines in North America.

Singapore’s Finance Minister Tharman Shanmugaratnam may include 
more welfare benefits in a budget Monday that's potentially the current 
administration’s last before an election that has to be held by January 2017.

20 February


